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BUILDING AN AUSTRALIAN USER

COMMUNITY FOR VIVO 

º VIVO Adopters Project Team Members: (not 
exhaustive..)

Å Malcolm Wolski, Project Stakeholder, Griffith Uni

Å Jo Morris, Project Mgr, Griffith Uni

Å Mark Fallu, Architecture, Griffith Uni

Å Gerhard Weis, Program Developer & Ontology, Griffith Uni

Å Arve Solland, Web Developer, Griffith Uni

Å Robyn Rebollo, Ontology and Metadata Dev, Griffith Uni

Å Lance DeVine, Architecture, Workflow, BA, QUT

Å Joe Young, Project Stakeholder, QUT

Å Simon Porter, Project Mgr / Architecture, Uni Melb

Å Cyrus  Keong, Program Developer, Versi
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ABOUT US: GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY

º Griffith University:

Å Established in 1971 and officially opened in 1975.

Å We are home to about 40,000 students from all over the 

world.

Å Our 5 campuses span 3 cities

º between Brisbane and the Gold 

º Coast,  each with distinct areas of 

º teaching and research strength.

Å Our five campus locations: Gold Coast, 

º Logan, Mt Gravatt, Nathan and

º South Bank.
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ABOUT US: GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY

º Our research experts work in over 30 research centres 

developing new knowledge in the areas of medicine and 

healthcare, emerging technologies, social innovations, 

culture, learning and the arts, the environment, and 

governance and policy development.

º Our research centres include externally 

º supported research centres and collaborations 

º with external research institutions.
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ABOUT US: U NIVERSITY OF

MELBOURNE

º University of Melbourne:

ÅEstablished 1853

Å11 Faculties/Graduate Schools

Å45,569 Students (Aug 2009)

Å 7,326 Staff
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ABOUT US: UNIVERSITY OF

MELBOURNE

º Research: Australiaõs leading research institution 

º 2010 audited research income of $337 million

º National leader in publication outputs
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Located within the Parkville Precinct: a 
world class biomedical research 

environment

Institution Collaboration Pattern: 2008 publications (Thomson ISI)



ABOUT US: QUEENSLAND

UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY

º Queensland University of Technology:
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QUT ...

40,000 students

1,700 researchers 

Inner-city Brisbane, 

Queensland, Australia 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ee/Brisbane_CBDandSB.jpg


WHAT BROUGHT US HERE

ANDS

òMore Australian researchers reusing research data 

more often.ó

The Australian National Data Service (ANDS) 

aims to: 

º influence national policy in the area of data 

management in the Australian research 

community

º inform best practice for the curation of data

º transform the disparate collections of research 

data around Australia into a cohesive collection 

of research resources
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ANDS

º Australian National Data Service

Å Seeding the Commons ðProjects that create infrastructure within 
institutions to collect and transform metadata about collections, then 
publish it to the Australian Research Data Commons (ARDC). 

º Data Capture  - Projects that create infrastructure within institutions to 
collect and manage data, and to improve the way metadata about it is 
managed.

º Metadata Stores (consolidating metadata about research data)

Å Uni Melbourne, QUT and Griffith all received funding from ANDS to 
participate in Seeding the Commons and building infrastructure for 
metadata capture at each university.

º More information: List of institutions with ANDS -funded ARDC 
projects

º
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I NTERNAL DRIVERS

Å Research Data Audit ðInterviewing researchers (included 

a comprehensive questionnaire) helped us identify the 

kinds of research data that was out there, and whether it 

was available for discovery  purposes.  (Griffith / QUT)

Å Profiling Researchers ðThe need to publically profile 

researchers via one gateway was evident after the NCRIS 

project. Also, there currently is no single staff profile 

system available that includes linked data between 

researchers, projects, collections and research publications. 

(Griffith) 

9
/9

/2
0

1
0

10

V
IV

O
 C

o
n

fe
re

n
c
e

 A
u

g
u

s
t 2

0
1

0



I NTERNAL DRIVERS CONTINUED

Å Research Data & Records Compliance (Uni Melb )

Å To support the work of Seeding the Commons (Griffith / 

QUT) ðLanding pages to display Research Data Australia 

records from each institution was required by ANDS.

º
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CHOOSING A TECHNOLOGY : VITRO

Standards Based

Semantic Web

Strategic Direction Strongly 
Aligned

with ANDS agenda



RESEARCH ACTIVITY H UB
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METADATA EXCHANGE HUB

Å The Education Investment Fund (EIF) project objective:

º The purpose of the data exchange hub is to collect 
appropriate metadata from research collections (at the 
content metadata level where possible) within the 
University with customised (and automated where 
possible) feeds from the various University content 
management systems. This hub will then act as a central 
University repository to feed information in a standard 
format to the Australian Research Data Commons, and 
university library discovery tools and other research 
federations where appropriate.

º The overall objective is to develop a sustainable solution to 
automate the collation of new research data held within the 
University and to populate Research Data Australia.

Å Joint project implementation by QUT and Griffith Uni.
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RESEARCH ACTIVITY HUB

Å VIVO in Action!  - Home Page
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RESEARCH ACTIVITY HUB

Å VIVO in Action!  - Researchers in the Hub
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RESEARCH ACTIVITY HUB

Å VIVO in Action!  - Researcher Profile 
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RESEARCH ACTIVITY HUB

Å VIVO in Action!  - Groups in the Hub
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RESEARCH ACTIVITY HUB

Å VIVO in Action!  - Group Profile
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RESEARCH ACTIVITY HUB

Å VIVO in Action!  - Projects in the Hub
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RESEARCH ACTIVITY HUB

Å VIVO in Action!  - Project Record
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RESEARCH ACTIVITY HUB

Å VIVO in Action!  - Research Collections in the Hub
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RESEARCH ACTIVITY HUB

Å VIVO in Action!  - Research Collection Record
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VISUALIZING COLLABORATIONS USING

JAVASCRIPT INFOVIS TOOLKIT
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RESEARCH DATA REGISTRY
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M ULTIPLE GOALS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A RESEARCH DATA

REGISTRY

ºParticipation in the national research 
data commons

ºThe need to play a key role in helping the 
University communicate its research 
identity both internally and externally

ºThe need to enable university research 
data and records policy compliance 

Goals:

http://www.bbspr.com.au/files/imagecache/case_thumb/Griffith+University+Logo.JPG
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BACKGROUND : THE NEED FOR A RESEARCH DATA REGISTRY

º Policy ð2005, review 2009

· Good start but not enough

º Audit ð2007, 2009

· Policy and compliance is off the radar for most 

· Compliance ðpatchy 

· Storage ðad hoc 

· Local registers 

· Risk management



ENGAGING WITH RESEARCHERS

Central resources are the missing key to enabling 

compliance

º Central storage ða petabyte -scale Research 

Data Centre for Parkville Precinct  

º A Central research data registry



WHAT IS A CENTRAL RESEARCH DATA

REGISTRY ?

º Definition: This is an institution -wide 

record of all research data and records 

stored in the university.

º At a minimum: 

·description of the research data and records, 

associated researchers and projects, 

· the location of the data (digital and analogue), 

·access restrictions, 

·and relocation and disposal schedules.

(requirements based on policy)



SCALE

º Intended scale (biggish) ðdefinitely enterprise 

scale

ºOver time, it should be as important to the 

University as publications reporting and grants 

management



A CENTRAL RESEARCH DATA REGISTRY

IS NOT AN INFORMATION SILO

A central research data registry happens in the 

context of richly described research:

ºGrants, Publications, Research Program, 

External and Internal Researchers, and 

departments

º All of this information exists and should be 

reused in the registryé

º Should not be an information silo



BUILDING THE REGISTRY

º Piggybacking on our public researcher profile 

system - ôfind an expertõ dataseté

http://www.findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/

http://www.findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/


DATA ENTRY PROCESS

(2) Scan for 

references to 

data in 

publications

(3) Create 

Skeleton 

Research 

Data Record

(4) Infer as many 

of the details 

about the  

research data 

record from the 

publication

(1) Pre seed Data 

Registry with Find 

an Expert data



REGISTRY OUTPUT

º <


